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Anders Björling—His Father’s Son
Walter B. Rudolph

Wearing Father’s Medals of Honor
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Father and Son / Swedish Women’s
Weekly 10 October 1936 (right)
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ow do I begin a tale I know not
how to tell? Once upon a time….
we were all young then …. and
therein lies a tale…. because I remember
when……….
We all have some background into the
life of Anders Björling. He was the firstborn
of Jussi and Anna-Lisa, and he has mentored and anchored each of us who has had
the privilege of knowing him.

I met him in 1975, fresh out of college,
armed with a degree in musicology and
teaching at the University of Minnesota,
Morris (UMM). We moved there in the
Fall of 1974, immediately after the birth of
our first child. This branch campus of the
University of Minnesota had just completed
a yet-to-be-dedicated Fine Arts Building.
Ideas were requested for events to mark
the occasion. Already happily doomed as a
“Jussi-nut,” I knew Minnesota was the land
of the Swedes, but it took me a few months
before I figured out that Jussi Björling had a
son within its borders. Ideas burgeoned in
my mind as I sought “information please”
on the telephone (….I remember when).
Janet Björling answered the phone, but it
was only a matter of a few minutes before
Anders and I were introduced via Alexander Graham Bell, and had an agreed upon
date for more formal introductions. There
are still no freeways between Morris and St.
Peter, but the speed limit isn’t restricted to
55 MPH today, as it was then. The drive was
full of anticipation. It was like a fairy tale
(….once upon a time), but it was real.
The St. Peter Björling family was full of
sparkle and enthusiasm. There were three
little girls who took a shine to our infant
continued on page 3
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Anders Björling continued from page 1

Judie and Anders Björling 2015

Jussi’s Manrico tunic
at BYU 1978 (Note
Jussi’s shoes, later
donated by Anders
to be auctioned
at the 2015 SLC
Conference)

Marilyn and Walter Rudolph; Janet and Anders Björling; Jeannine Berry, Ray Arbizu
at UMM 1975.

son. They had a Volvo and the license plate
read “JANDERS.” Janet served us lunch
and we discovered Hidden Valley Ranch
Dressing that day (national distribution was
recent, so Janet had everything-up-to-date
in St. Peter). We visited Swedish Contours
and left, each wearing a pair of newly
purchased clogs—what a sales team they
made! The store is reason alone to go to St.

Peter. Anders made a friend for life when he
gave us a 45 rpm version of his father’s “O
Holy Night” recording (unknown to me at
the time).
We concocted a plan for a UMM
dedication program. Anders had done
previous presentations about his father; I
had not. So don’t be surprised when you
see the program states Jussi was 53 at the
time of his death. I suspect we’ve all been
record-jacket-musicologists at one point,
and RCA Victor had it wrong, too.
In a nutshell, Anders and Janet descended on UMM on April 30th for the May
1st event. It began with an hour titled “Jussi
Björling—His Art and Life.” During the
following half-hour, the audience inspected
a display of memorabilia which included

the Manrico tunic Jussi wore in Il trovatore
at the Met. The final hour was a recital of
Björling repertoire performed by Ray Arbizu, a fine tenor who performed with a neck
brace because of a recent accident. Jeannine
Berry accompanied. I remember it as a joyous success. Scandinavian Morris-ites came,
along with students and faculty. Jussi had
been dead only 15 years, and was remembered so much more in those days.
During this period Anders acquainted
me with the Jack Porter story, and problems
were already stirring. So many of Jussi’s
recordings were still unknown. CDs were
still in the future and many of his commercial recordings were out-of-print, including
Manon Lescaut, Cav/Pag, Aida, etc.
My UMM position was only a one year
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John McKay, Anders Björling,
Walter Rudolph and Lars Björling

CVEDJCATION

appointment, filling in for a faculty
member on sabbatical. I sang for
HUMANITIES, FINE ARTS CENTER._
my living in the chorus at Lyric OpUniversity of Minnesota/Morris
April 30-May 11 , 1975
era of Chicago until becoming the
Program Director for KBYU-FM in
1977. The Chicago years provided
Program
A TRIBUTE TO JUSSI BJORLING
one occasion to drive through
7 :00 P.M., May 1, 1975
Minnesota. St. Peter was far from
Humanities Fine Arts Cenler Recital Hall
my route, but not far enough to
7:00 P .M. " Jussi BtBrtlng-Hls Art and LIie"
Anders BJi:lrllng, aulsted by Janet 8Jorlln9
prevent the detour. Anders greet8 :00 P .M. Tile audlen~ ls 1nvi1e<I to examine •
ed us warmly and I remember
conecllon of Bj&'llng memora1>illa
leaving with a complete LP set of
8 :30 P .M. Recital ol Songs and Anas from the
8Jorling Repertoire
Jussi singing La traviata. I didn’t
Ray L . Art>l2u. tenor
know he’d even sung the role!
Jeannine Berry. piano
JUSSI BJORLINO
Slowly Anders was initiating
II was September, 1960 when Jussi BJiSrllng diedme into the inner sanctum of
a tact still bemoaned by opera lovers throughOut
the world. Only 53 at death , he had been singi ng
Jussicology, and I could never
p1otessIona11y tor more than 40 years. As a chlld
118 had first come to the United States with the
Bj&lln!j Quartet whlCh consisted ot his lather,
get enough. Janet and Marilyn
two brott,ers and himself . He returned to the United State In bis twenties (1936) and made his d&remained close even when years
l>UI wJth the h\etrQpolltan opera In 1938 In Puccini" la Bo!Mffl•. soccess wa.s Instant and endur•
passed between visits. A piece
Ing.
of her needlework still hangs on
e poaseued pemaps the most 1>aautlM tenor
9' the centa . A nahlf9I musician with I
our wall, reminding us of her
peccatile taste, he l)eC8m& one ol he mosl popular flgul96 8'18f to appear at the NetfOPOllt& Oi>8111, There he held the rec:Ol'd f the most curtail)
grace and beauty.
calla (28!1) followln'g a perform ce oF-Puccl!'II'
The idea of another Jussi
HIS dNth was unexpected and c:at•troplllC to Iha
Björling
Tribute seemed apmusic wt-rid. He was unlque as
artist and unlQue as a man, HJs collNOU8S stnl maintain fond
propriate after I entered public
memories <>f Ills wa
oassumlqg pereonallt'I.
extend«! to ti. lhlrOIJOlltan
broadcasting. In November
for the loan of Mr. Bll5rtlng's
1978, my most recent conversations with Anders resulted
in his visit to Brigham Young
University in Provo, Utah
with his brother Lars and accompanist,
Program – A Tribute to Jussi Björling, May 1,
1975 – University of Minnesota, Morris
John McKay. Lars gave a full recital and
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Anders did a lecture/slide presentation. I
organized the event and a display, including
that Trovatore Manrico tunic from the Met.
Opera News acknowledged the event, and
its success spurred me on to the first of five
Jussi Björling radio shows.
Our contact continued although
correspondence was only once or twice a
year. We discussed the Jack Porter drama
and then I learned of the coming biography.
In 1996 Jussiphiles gathered in St. Peter
for the release of JUSSI co-authored by
Anna-Lisa Björling and Andrew Farkas.
Andrew and I both stayed in Janet and
Anders’ home. I had a new Jussi radio show
and they gave it the third degree. I’ll never
forget the uproar from both Anders and
Andrew when they heard me announce that
Jussi had passed away on September 5th. It
was a simple mistake on my part—my own
father claimed the 5th. Once fixed, it has
become my preferred of all five programs.
The release event in the Björling Recital
Hall was a heady affair. Never especially
demonstrative, Anders was soft-spoken, but
always knew what to say and when to say
it. My copy of the book was autographed
by Andrew Farkas, Anders and Janet, on
November 8th, 1996.
The formation of The Jussi Björling
Society-USA soon followed. By now, Anders
had introduced me to so many that I no
longer know when I first met some of you.
Four more years followed before there was
another radio show, “Jussi in the 21st Century.” Anders was the core of this program,
sharing memories of his father and family.
A colleague, Steven Carlson, had business
in Minnesota, and I arranged for him to
interview Anders, who once again was the
model of cooperation and evidence.
Two conferences of JBS-USA have been
held in St. Peter, Minnesota, utilizing the
splendid facility of the Jussi Björling Recital
Hall on the campus of Gustavus Adolphus
College. Alumnus and Comptroller (now
retired), Anders, made these very special
occasions by inviting the entire Society to a
reception at his home (2001 and 2011).
A 2001 Conference highlight came
during a lunch break. Giorgio and Monte
Tozzi were guests and joined with Janet and

Anders, and Marilyn and me. We munched and
chatted. Giorgio had told me about the yellow box
in his pocket. He then explained to Anders how
one Christmas in New York, Jussi had been under
contract and couldn’t return to Sweden. Giorgio
had thought to invite him for Christmas dinner,
but didn’t, thinking, “Surely he’s had numerous
offers and is already booked!” In the end he asked
anyway, and Jussi accepted. There had been no
other invitation! Giorgio had taken some home
movies, and the small yellow Kodak box of movie
film Giorgio then handed to Anders, saying, “this
rightly should be in your family.”
When Janet became ill, we were all devastated. But we were also very aware of Anders tender,
consistent care—doing all he could do to provide
for her comfort and needs.
In 2014 Marilyn and I were in the cities visiting our youngest son. We drove to St. Peter to have
lunch with Anders less than two weeks before he
married Judie. Before we left St. Peter, he handed
me an official shirt from the Jussi Björling Tenor
Competition.
Anders and photography are almost synonymous. He has polished his craft for decades. Watch
his Facebook page and be wowed time and again.
And whenever there is a gathering of JBS-USA, you
can quickly recognize which photos Anders took.
They are the best!
Anders and his father both have early February birthdays. Last February 2nd (5th if you
subscribe to the midwife’s date) was Jussi’s 105th.
The same week, Anders turned 80! As hard as it
is to believe, when one remembers that birthdays
these day come around thrice yearly, it starts to
make sense. It is, after all, as perfectly clear as….
once upon a time….we remember when….we were
all young then….and therein lies the tale.
Happy Birthday, Dear Friend, Anders! v

Robert Merrill Projects
Cantor Stephen Texon

Greetings everyone.
It is my pleasure to write this article for your
wonderful Newsletter concerning my plans for
two worthy projects which I hope will come to
fruition in 2017. They both focus on Tributes
to the great Met Opera baritone, Robert
Merrill, on the occasion of his 100th Birthday
Celebration.
Being that Mr. Merrill was such a close
friend and colleague of the incomparable tenor Jussi Björling, Terry Williams and I felt that
this celebration might find the support and
interest of the Jussi Björling Society - USA. I
will be eternally grateful if we can share in
and benefit from a mutual collaboration.
1. The completion of a comprehensive
video interview with Mr. Merrill which was
professionally recorded by a CNN crew in his
home in August of 2000. This was his last and
best interview on record!
2. A Tribute Concert in honor of Robert Merrill’s 100th Birthday to be held in
Miami Beach, Florida in January, February, or March of 2017, with Met Opera Tenor
Neil Shicoff joining me in an afternoon or evening of Opera and Broadway duets,
arias, and songs.
Thank you for the opportunity to share these preliminary thoughts with you, and
I look forward to working closely with Terry.
With best regards, Stephen Texon

The President’s Pen continued from page 2

the candidate explaining how he or she
satisfies the qualifications to be an Honorary Advisor. If the president determines
the candidate does not meet the minimum requirements the member would be
so informed and the nomination would
go no further. If, on the other hand, the
candidate appears to be qualified, the
president would submit the candidate to
the Board of Directors who would vote
on whether to offer membership. If there
is an affirmative vote by a majority of the
Board, the president, or the president’s
designee, would interview the candidate
to determine whether he or she would

be willing to accept our offer to become an
Honorary Advisor. If the candidate agrees,
the president would extend our offer of
membership on the Honorary Advisory
Board. Being a member of our Honorary
Advisory Board is a significant honor for
both the Society and the member. We
ought always to be cognizant that the
honor cuts both ways when considering
someone to propose as a candidate. v
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